V. The Third Period.
uniting of terms. Equations of higher degree are called shiki> "root-extracting expressions". As a rule only a single root of an equation is taken, although in a few problems this rule is not followed.1 This idea of the plurality of roots is a
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Fig. 27.    Early steps in the  calculus.    From Sawaguchi Kazuyuki's JKbkon
i (1670).
noteworthy advance upon the work of the earlier Chinese writers, since the latter had recognized only one root to any equation. As is usual in such forward movements, however, Sawaguchi did not recognize the significance of the plural
Sato had already recognised the plurality of roots in his